TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS5   SCHOOL

"off of" or "cud" for "could" as quaint and rather
amusing, would not allow the same child to continue
reading "saw" for "was," or "bog" for "dog," if she
could do anything to prevent it.

Without cramping the child's thought, we can direct
his attention to correct spelling, especially where the
error is tending to become a fixed habit. We can convey
to him indirectly that his work will be of increased
value when it is not only interesting to himself but also
intelligible to anyone who wants to read it. We can
encourage the children 'towards accuracy by keeping
their best efforts to be bound into story books for other
children to read, and so forth.

Much can be done to eliminate'habitual mistakes in
spelling by means of the word-study lessons. We can
arouse interest in the queer inconsistencies of our
language, and lead the children to pay attention to the
form rather than the sound of these words. We can help
them to build up their own dictionaries of "queer"
words, to which they should have recourse when they
arc doubtful of the spelling of a word.

Summary

We have now outlined the way in which children may
acquire skill in the mechanics of reading and writing,
without, as we believe, any sacrifice of their spontaneous
activity. All children unconsciously, and many quite
consciously, are anxious to acquire these skills, which
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